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Dear Explorer,

It has been over 20 years since I operated my
first expedition in Antarctica and many have
followed since. Organizing trips to the polar
regions is a fascinating and challenging
undertaking. Personally, I am closely involved
as an advisor in the development of guidelines
and sustainable tourism to Antarctica and I
love to share my passion with you! Every
voyage we offer is designed around activities
and sceneries that make your adventurous
heart skip a beat. 

We designed this voyage to escape the crowds
and experience nature and wildlife in a unique
way. The flexibility of a small expediton ship
makes it possible to optimize every
opportunity to show you the best of the
Antarctictic. Accompanied by experts and a
small group of like-minded guests, you will
uncover the wilderness of this unique region.
The combination of wildlife, beautiful scenery
and a comfortable expedition ship, truly
creates an unforgettable experience. 

We will alter our plans to take advantage of
(day)light, weather, wildlife sightings and other
one-of-a-kind opportunities which can vary
from day to day. Bring a good portion of
adventurous spirit and be prepared for cold but
rewarding days out at sea. This is true
expedition style traveling! 

Marlynda Elstgeest

CEO & Owner
Waterproof Cruises & Expeditions 



Join our exclusive small group voyage to the Southern Ocean in February 2024! During this extensive 20-day
expedition we'll witness the pristine beauty of the Antarctic Peninsula combined with an in-depth exploration of South
Georgia. An unparalleled polar adventure, both above and below the waves! Our Polar Snorkeling activity offers a
unique look into the marine life of the cold Antarctic waters, something only few people have ever attempted!

Early February is the peak of summer and prime-time for travelling to Antarctica and the Sub-Antarctic islands,
especially for wildlife-lovers. Expect noisy penguin chicks waiting for their parents, and seal pups wobbling around the
beaches. On the Antarctic continent we are likely to see Gentoo, Adélie, and Chinstrap penguins and we'll keep an eye
out for various species of whales and seals. We will immerse ourselves in the wildlife-rich islands of South Georgia,
home to the largest King penguin rookeries in the world. These elegant penguins share their land with enormous
Elephant Seals. The large beachmasters will likely have left by the time we arrive, but you might see some young males
practicing their fighting skills. Imagine taking a swim here to have a look at these unique animals under water!

During our voyage we will enjoy around 20 hours of light per day, plenty of time for excursions, shore landings and
snorkeling activities. Our experienced guides will share their knowledge about the nature and history of the polar
regions during the outings and lectures on board. No less than 7 expert guides accompany you on this trip. The small
group size of only 50 guests will allow for an intimate and exclusive experience, almost like a private expedition!

This epic voyage takes place on our beloved vessel Polar Pioneer, the smallest expedition ship sailing in the Antarctic.
Over the years, we've had many memorable expedition cruises on board Polar Pioneer and we are very excited to
travel on board this wonderful ship once again. What we like most about the ship is its true expedition spirit and rich
history, something you won't find on many other vessels. 

A N T A R C T I C A
&  S O U T H
G E O R G I A

T H E  U L T I M A T E  W I L D L I F E
E X P E D I T I O N  C R U I S E




DATE: 05 – 24 FEBRUARY 2024   |   DURATION: 20 DAYS   |    SHIP: POLAR PIONEER   |   PASSENGERS: 50



EXAMPLE
ITINERARY

This is a sample itinerary. We do our utmost to
guarantee the best experience, unfortunately we
have no control of the weather, ice conditions or
wildlife behaviour. Our itineraries are flexible and
we will alter our plans to take advantage of light,
weather, wildlife sightings and other one-of-a-kind
opportunities which can vary from day to day. The
success of this trip is based on realistic
expectations and your personal flexibility. For
those participating in our Polar Snorkeling activity
we plan to do one or two excursions per day.
While others go ashore or for zodiac cruises, you
will have a chance to go snorkeling. Nothing is
mandatory, if you choose to skip the snorkeling
activity you are more than welcome to join the
other excursions.

E M B R A C E  T H E  U N E X P E C T E D

D A Y  1 - 3  |  D E P A R T U R E

Our voyage starts from Ushuaia (Argentina). You
will board the ship in the afternoon and meet your
fellow expeditioners. A select group of only 50
people with whom you will experience this great
adventure. After we exit the Beagle Channel we
find ourselves on the open ocean for a 2-day
crossing of the Drake Passage. During our sea
voyage you might see albatrosses and storm
petrels flying alongside the ship, so it's always
worth having a look outside. Grab your camera and
try to capture one mid-flight.

D A Y  4 - 9  |  A N T A R C T I C A

Once we arrive in the calmer waters off the coast
of the Antarctic Peninsula, we will generally plan
landings and zodiac excursions two times a day.
Sometimes we cruise along spectacular ice cliffs,
watch whales that are feeding near the surface or
go ashore for a hike and a close encounter with
penguins. In between landings our expert team will
share their knowledgeable lectures on wildlife,
geology, history and geography of the Antarctic
Peninsula. 



Places we might visit include islands of the coast of
Antarctica as well as locations on the continent
itself. Like Paradise Harbour, a protected bay
surrounded by magnificent mountain peaks and
spectacular glaciers. The wildlife-rich Half Moon
Island, where a large Chinstrap penguin rookery
lives between basaltic turrets coloured by yellow
and orange lichens. Volcanic Deception Island with
black beaches and steam rising from hot springs
along the shore. And the famous Lemaire Channel
where the water is often so still that it perfectly
reflects the high cliffs that rise on both sides of the
icepacked channel. Throughout our voyage we'll
keep an eye out for wildlife, as leopard seals,
whales and penguins may show themselves at any
time! 

South Georgia is one of the most isolated places on
our planet, shaped by ice and vulcanic activity
throughout millennia. A steep mountain range
traces the spine of this long, narrow island,
creating a breathtaking backdrop. Unlike
Antarctica, where hardly any remnants of human
activity can be found, South Georgia has a long and
turbulent history of human interference. In
Grytviken, a place we certainly hope to visit, the
Elephant Seals sleep amidst the ruins of an old
whaling factory. The famous polar explorer Sir
Ernest Shackleton was laid to rest here in a small
cemetery in the bay. As we explore South Georgia,
we will have the opportunity to reflect on
Shackleton’s epic journey with his ship the
‘Endurance’ which was recently found in the
Weddell Sea where it sank in 1915. 

Places we might visit: 

St. Andrews Bay - The sandy black beach is a
resting place for dozens of Elephant seals that haul
out on the shore to moult. Behind the beach, the
sight, sound and smell of thousands of King
penguins at different stages of their breeding cycle
will be overwhelming. The glacial river that runs
through the landscape will be alive with penguin
chicks and seal pups testing their aquatic skills. If
we lift our gaze from the wildlife for a moment, we
will glimpse the snow-capped peaks of some of the
world's most spectacular mountains and glaciers. 
 But keep your eyes out for young fur seals, they
are quick and feisty.

D A Y  1 0 - 1 2  |  A T  S E A

We leave the white continent behind us and set
course to the north east. Our voyage from
Antarctica to South Georgia will take 2 to 3 days.
During our crossing we might stop at the South
Orkney Islands for a visit to the Argentine
scientific station Orcadas Base, before we sail the
final stretch to South Georgia. During the days at
sea you will again have the chance to see different
types of sea birds and also whales that might pop
up close to the ship.

D A Y  1 3 - 1 7  |  S O U T H  G E O R G I A  



Godthul - Imagine indented bays lined with
bleached whalebones, teeming with Fur seals and
penguin chicks waiting for their parents. Here you
have the opportunity to clamber through the
tussock to a spectacular plateau offering
magnificent views across the island and the waters
beyond. A careful descent leads us to a
magnificent Macaroni penguin rookery.

Fortuna Bay - The black sandy beach is surrounded
by king penguins and fur seals of all ages and sizes,
with a backdrop of lush green land and mountains.
You might be able to walk up a small hill from
where you will have an overview of a king penguin
colony with moulting adults and fluffy brown
chicks, thousands of them!

Salisbury Plain - As soon as the ship anchors near
Salisbury Plain, the smell of thousands of King
Penguins will sweep you off your feet. With
around 60.000 pairs of King Penguins, Salisbury
Plain is home to the second largest colony in the
world. No surprise is has been the focus of
countless nature documentaries throughout the
years. It is one of our favourite sites on South
Georgia, even though landing here is often difficult
since the area is not sheltered from the large ocean
swells. If you are lucky enough to go on land here,
make sure to bring an extra memory card for your
camera, you will likely need it!

Gold Harbour - One of the most picturesque bays
of South Georgia with several glaciers tumbling
down the mountain. A waterfall of meltwater
oozes down the sharp, steep slope, turning the sea
bright blue. On the beach you can see thousands
upon thousands of orange and black heads, King
Penguins, 250,000 of them all clumped together
on one very small beach. When visiting this
magnificent site, keep an eye out for Leopard
Seals. They're often hiding in the kelp, trying to
ambush an unfortunate penguin. 

D A Y  1 8 - 2 0  |  A T  S E A

We will leave the wildlife of South Georgia behind
and commence the final stretch of our voyage.
Another 2 days at sea will takes us to the Falkland
Islands. Our adventure ends in Stanley, the tiny
capital of the Falklands. There is only one flight per
week from the Falklands to Punta Arenas (Chile).
You can either choose to extend your stay with a
week on the islands, or fly out on the day of
disembarkation.



This voyage is a 'Waterproof Signature Trip', one of our carefully selected Waterproof branded trips with unique
features. Small ship expedition cruising is the best way to get to those special places, remote islands and fascinating
small harbours of the world. Travelling with a group of like-minded people and experiencing wildlife, culture and
nature up close while enjoying personal service. These small-group expeditions are guided by a team of experts, each
with their own specialism. We take pride in our passion to share this unique experience with you. 

This expedition is a great opportunity for photographers
who want quality time with the (sub)Antarctic wildlife and
landscape. Polar Pioneer offers large deck spaces with
raised areas making her perfect for photography from the
ship. As our voyage takes place mid-season, this
expedition will yield extraordinary photographic
opportunities. You will enjoy long days, resulting in plenty
of light for photography. During this voyage we will spend
more days on South Georgia than most other expedition
cruises, offering you enough time to get excellent pictures.
We will attempt to visit locations that are often featured
in nature and wildlife documentaries. Among our
expedition guides there are several expert photographers
who are happy to assist you and share their knowledge
about photography in the polar regions. 

S I G N A T U R E  T R I P

B Y  W A T E R P R O O F  E X P E D I T I O N S

” I like travelling with like-minded people and Waterproof simply offers what I like best: 
A quality expedition experience, in-depth knowledge and personal service”   

G. Johnson – USA



P H O T O G R A P H Y
Free



Waterproof Cruises & Expeditions has invented the fun activity Polar Snorkeling back in 2010. Over the years it has
proven to be an exceptional way to explore the polar regions’ marine life below the surface, something only few
people have ever attempted! You might get to snorkel alongside bright blue icebergs, see penguins swim under water
at an incredible speed, or even snorkel with humpback whales! It is our goal to go snorkeling as often as possible, 
 weather and ice conditions permitting. We can’t guarantee a certain number of outings. The expedition leader will
decide when it’s safe to go in the water.

Waterproof Snorkeling Drysuit (only if size is available)
Waterproof High Visibility Hood 
Waterproof 7 mm Mittens
Waterproof Marine Boots
Fins, Snorkel and Mask

For the most comfortable experience, we provide high
quality polar snorkeling equipment by our sister-company
Waterproof International in Sweden. An awardwinning
company and experts in designing drysuits for cold water
snorkeling and diving. 

Our Polar Snorkeling package includes:

Please note that we only have a limited range of drysuit
sizes available on board. We offer sizes: S - M - L - XL -XXL 
Refer to our size chart here for details.

P O L A R  S N O R K E L I N G

B Y  W A T E R P R O O F  E X P E D I T I O N S

”Visiting Antarctica is about more than just viewing the scenery.
The animals above and in the water make your experience completely unique.”   

Martin McGrath - Polar Dive Master

S N O R K E L I N G  A C T I V I T Y

Please note, we need a minimum number of 8 participants for the snorkeling activity to take place. 
Snorkeling is intended for persons in reasonably good health. You need to have a certain level of fitness and strength in order to

participate. Actively swimming and getting in and out of the zodiac can be challenging. You have to be able to lift yourself out of the
water, with the help of small ladder, and into the zodiac.

Optional: $ 850

https://waterproof.eu/products/drysuits/d9x-breathable/
https://waterproof.eu/products/accessories/hoods/1974-2/
https://waterproof.eu/products/accessories/gloves/g1-7mm/
https://waterproof.eu/products/accessories/boots-socks/b5/
https://waterproof.eu/
https://bit.ly/3T1x0HK


MV Polar Pioneer is one of our favorite expedition vessels. After an extensive refurbishment she is now sailing the
Arctic and Antarctica again. Those that have travelled on Polar Pioneer before will recognize this amazing expedition
ship, but at the same time notice a higher standard during their expedition.

E X P E D I T I O N
S H I P

P O L A R  P I O N E E R

A  T R U E  S M A L L
E X P E D I T I O N  V E S S E L

MV Polar Pioneer is one of our favourite ships. With only 50 guests on board it’s the smallest expedition vessel sailing
in Antarctica. There is room for all guests in the 6 zodiacs at once, a great convenience, minimizing waiting times to go
ashore. Smaller group size means less time required to complete full operations, which allows for more operational
flexibility to take advantage of any opportunity that arises. Less feet on shore at a given time also means less impact
on vegetation and wildlife behavior during our landings, an environmental advantage compared to larger vessels.
Carrying the highest ice class, 1A Super, she has no problem venturing into the ice of our polar regions. It's the perfect
expedition vessel for wildlife viewing and photography. The spacious observation decks provide sufficient space to
watch for wildlife or follow the ship’s progress. Inside, you can enjoy the nicely refurbished lounge and sauna, or spend
some time on the bridge for a chat with the captain while whale watching.

C A P A C I T Y :  5 0  P A S S E N G E R S   |   C A B I N S :  2 6   |   D E C K S :  3   |   R E F U R B I S H E D :  2 0 2 2   |   L E N G T H :  7 2 M



E X E C U T I V E  S U I T E

Our most deluxe cabin features a separate sleeping area
with double bed, seating area with a large sofa, table, en-
suite bathroom and large windows for optimal viewing
opportunities. It also includes a desk, fridge and TV.
Located on the upper deck.

M I N I  S U I T E

The Mini Suites are spacious cabins with separate
sleeping area (double bed), seating area with sofa bed, an
en-suite bathroom and large windows to enjoy the view.
These also feature a desk, fridge and TV. Located on the
upper deck.

T W I N  P R I V A T E  C A B I N

Twin Private Cabins accommodate two people and offer
the convenience of an en-suite bathroom. They feature
two single beds, an outside window, desk and ample
storage space. Please note, some cabins have an upper
and lower bunk. Located on the upper and main deck.

T W I N  ( S H A R E D  B A T H R O O M )

Twin Public Cabins with shared bathrooms are
surprisingly spacious, with two single beds, a desk, bench,
washbasin, porthole and ample storage space. Bathrooms
are located close by on the same deck. Located on the
lower deck,

T R I P L E  ( S H A R E D  B A T H R O O M )

The Triple Cabins feature one bunk bed and one lower
bed, as well as a desk, bench, washbasin, porthole and
ample storage space. Perfect for sharing with family or
friends. Bathrooms are located close by on the same
deck. Located on the lower deck,

C A B I N S



All prices are per person, based on a full occupancy. The single use supplement is 70%
(100% on the Suites). You can also book on ‘sharing base’, in this case no single supplement
is charged if we can find another guest of the same gender to share your cabin.

DATES & RATES

Dates

Cabins

Embark

Triple Cabin*

Disembark

Twin Cabin*

Passengers

Mini Suite

05 – 24 February 2024 (20 days / 19 nights) 

Ushuaia (Argentina)

Port Stanley (The Falkland Islands)

50 guests

Captains Suite

USD $ 16.400

USD $ 18.795

USD $ 22.800

USD $ 23.995

19 nights on board Polar Pioneer
All meals on board
Coffee and tea
Experienced Expedition Guides
Guiding ashore and talks on board

Flights & hotels
Travel and cancellation insurance
Gratuities
Personal expenses (bar/shop/etc.)
Polar Snorkeling activity USD 850pp

Included Excluded

Twin Private USD $ 20.750

*shared bathroom

Optional activity

Polar Snorkeling USD $ 850
Price per person. Please note that we need a minimum of 8 participants for this activity to
take place. We reserve the right to cancel this activity due to unforseen circumstances. 

Flights from Falklands to Punta Arenas

Our voyage ends in Port Stanley, Falkland Islands. There is only one flight per week from
the Falklands to Punta Arenas (Chile). You can either choose to extend your stay with one
week, or fly out on the day of disembarkation. We will aim to arrive in Port Stanley in the
evening of the 23rd of February 2024, in order for you to take the flight on the 24th of
February. The captain will always keep an eye on the weather conditions and will adapt his
schedule in order for the ship to arrive in time. Please find the flight schedule below.

Flight: Latam Airlines - LA894
Date: 24 Feb 2024
Departure: Mount Pleasant (MPN) Falkland Islands: 13:57
Arrival: Punta Arenas (PUQ) Chile 15:39
Total flight time: 1 hrs 45
Ticket price: starting from Euro 250 pp





Waterproof Cruises & Expeditions is a member of IAATO 
IAATO (International Association of Antarctic Touroperators) members work
together to develop, adopt and implement operational standards that mitigate
potential environmental impacts. Numerous guidelines have been adopted over the
last 25 years that have proven to be successful in avoiding such impacts.
Waterproof Expeditions works with IAATO operators and takes great pride in
educating passengers on wilderness etiquette and visitor guidelines.

Become an ambassador
Having no native population, Antarctica needs ambassadors who will champion this
unique environment in a global context. Once you've seen the awe inspiring beauty
of Antarctica with your own eyes, you will truly understand what's at stake. We
encourage our guests to take part and follow developments in the news and in your
governments regarding the science and management of climate change, particularly
as it affects Polar Regions. Learn more about climate change, its implications for the
global commons and what you can do to help minimize and mitigate the impact.

https://waterproof-expeditions.com/vessels/polar-pioneer#
https://iaato.org/home
https://iaato.org/home
https://iaato.org/home




























































OFFLINE-KATALOG-ANFORDERUNG

Sehr geehrte Reise-Interessenten. Vielen Dank für Ihr Interesse und den Download eines 
digitalen Kataloges im PDF-Format.

Gerne senden wir Ihnen zusätzlich bei weitergehendem Interesse die ausgewählten PDF-
Inhalte als gedruckte Version auf dem Postweg.

Bitte nennen Sie unten den gewünschten Katalog und senden Sie dieses Formular 
per Post oder Fax an uns zurück.

Bitte senden Sie mir den aktuellen Katalog für folgendes Schiff/ Tour:

Bitte senden Sie den ausgewählten Katalog an folgende Adresse:

Vorname + Name Telefonnummer

Strasse + Nr. Faxnummer

PLZ + Wohnort e-mail-Adresse

Bitte per Post an: oder per Fax an 04131-54255

an
POLARADVENTURES
Schiffs- und Flug-Expeditionen in Arktis und Antarktis
Heinrich-Böll-Str. 40
D-21335 Lüneburg
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