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The Expedition Micro  
Cruise experience

Disconnect from the modern world, grow 
connections with each other, and be transformed 
in nature at its unfiltered, undiluted, brilliant best. 

Every adventure is different. 

But our pioneering Expedition Micro Cruise 
concept is at the heart of everything we do.
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Life on board 

HOT SOAK, COOL VIEWS  

Our intrepid ships 
prioritise adventure. But 
with on-deck saunas and 
hot tubs, they’re built for 
comfort, too.

LEC TURE IN SESSION!

Connect with our superstar guides and soak up their 
expert polar knowledge. Enjoy onboard lectures on 
photography, geology, wildlife, history, and more. We 
carefully pair their expertise to ensure you receive the 
best insights for your chosen expedition.

KICK BACK IN POLAR 
COMFORT

Grab a drink, curl up with 
a book, or sink into the 
sofa and watch the world 
drift by. Our lounges are 
a lovely spot for you to 
linger, soaking up the 
polar scenery in comfort. 

R AISE A GLASS TO 
ADVENTURE

Cheers to your newfound 
friends with your favourite 
tipple from the bar.

BRIDGE DUT Y 

Welcome to the bridge – 
where the door is always 
open. Get to know the 
crew, discover the course 
you’re sailing, and swap 
stories. Plus, it’s one of the 
best seats on the ship for 
spotting wildlife. 
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POLAR-EYES 

Pack your binoculars and 
camera, because this is 
a spotting session for 
some of the world’s most 
seldom-seen wildlife. 
Nothing quite compares to 
spotting a polar bear in its 
natural habitat.

FEAST ON ADVENTURE 

Full board, fresh food, 
fantastic chefs, and great 
company. Catering to all 
dietary requirements, we 
offer hearty meals across 
the day and special event 
dinners, like our famous 
on-deck BBQs.
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ZODIAC CRUISE

Icebergs, glaciers, wildlife. 
Get even closer to nature 
on a Zodiac cruise.

THE ULTIMATE COLD DIP

For those brave enough, 
take a dive into the icy 
polar waters. Can we 
convince you if we tell  
you it has wonderful  
health benefits? 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

Visit locations of great scientific interest and learn 
about the importance and fragility of the poles. 

WILDERNESS HIKES 

No pathways, just pure 
wilderness. For the best 
views, explore mountains, 
glaciers, Antarctic 
deserts, and coastal 
landscapes on foot. 

BUSHCR AFT 101 

In a land of ice and 
rock, survival depends 
on understanding the 
environment. More than 
just guides, they teach 
essential skills to thrive 
in this stark, frozen wild 
landscape. 

HISTORY BUFF

Whether you’re visiting 
the grave of legendary 
explorer Ernest Shackleton 
or exploring South 
Georgia’s historic whaling 
stations, each destination 
reveals compelling stories 
of courage, endurance, 
and life on the frozen 
frontier.

Life in the field
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DODGE THE GIANTS 

Marvel at the view as you cut a course past 
the largest icebergs in the world! 

CHARTERING THE ICE 

If Mother Nature allows, 
step off the ship and onto 
the pack ice for a truly 
surreal feeling. 

PHOTOGR APHY PAR ADISE

Expect the world’s most breathtaking, pristine 
landscapes—glaciers, icebergs, and wildlife, bathed in 
the magical light of early-season golden hours. Need 
we say more?
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Expedition 
Micro Cruises 

https://www.secretatlas.com/expeditions/expedition-micro-cruises


Antarctic Spring 
Micro Fly Cruise

E XPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS 

	� Exclusive Antarctica Fly-Cruise via Puerto 
Natales—skip the  Drake Passage with round-trip 
flights from and back to Puerto Natales, Chile, the 
gateway to Torres del Paine—the perfect prelude 
or finale to your trip.

	� Explore iconic Antarctic locations such as 
Deception Island, Cuverville Island, Paradise Bay, 
and the Gerlache Strait — made accessible by our 
ice-strengthened ship.

	� Capture stunning wildlife encounters, dramatic  
icescapes, and the unique Antarctic light.

Want to know more about this expedition?  
Find out more

69°30’S, 65°00’W

Fly to Antarctica and explore by ship, witness 
the white continent at its most untouched, as 
spring rouses the polar wilderness from its winter 
slumber and life begins to stir once more.

LOCATION
Antarctica

DUR ATION
10 Days

MONTH
Dec

DEPARTURE 
Puerto Natales

SHIPS 
MV Polar Athena
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Antarctic Christmas 
Micro Fly Cruise

Celebrate Christmas in Antarctica, when penguin chicks hatch and icebergs catch the austral 
summer sun. As early summer arrives, the white continent bursts to life with vibrant activity.

69°30’S, 65°00’W

LOCATION
Antarctica

DUR ATION
10 Days

MONTH
Dec

DEPARTURE 
Puerto Natales

SHIPS 
MV Polar Athena

E XPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS 

	� Exclusive Antarctica Fly-Cruise via Puerto 
Natales—skip the Drake Passage with round-trip 
flights from and back to Puerto Natales, Chile, the 
gateway to Torres del Paine—the perfect prelude 
or finale to your trip.

	� Glide among ice and penguins on a special 
seasonal Zodiac cruise, and enjoy a festive 
Christmas dinner and joyful onboard celebrations 
with your 44 fellow explorers.

	� See penguin rookeries in full swing—gentoo, 
chinstrap, and Adélie chicks hatch and colonies 
come alive with activity.

Want to know more about this expedition?  
Find out more
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https://www.secretatlas.com/expeditions/antarctic-christmas-fly-micro-cruise
https://www.secretatlas.com/expeditions/antarctic-christmas-fly-micro-cruise


Antarctic New Year 
Micro Fly Cruise

Celebrate the New Year in one of the most 
remote and untouched corners of the planet—
where glaciers calve into silent fjords and newly 
hatched penguin chicks waddle across the ice 
under the soft glow of the austral summer.

69°30’S, 65°00’W

LOCATION
Antarctica

DUR ATION
10 Days

MONTH
Dec - Jan

DEPARTURE 
Puerto Natales

SHIPS 
MV Polar Athena

E XPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS 

	� Exclusive Antarctica Fly-Cruise via Puerto 
Natales—skip the Drake Passage with round-trip 
flights from and back to Puerto Natales, Chile, the 
gateway to Torres del Paine—the perfect prelude 
or finale to your trip.

	� Ring in the New Year at the edge of the world—
surrounded by ice, wildlife, and just 44 fellow 
explorers aboard an intimate expedition ship.

	� Explore iconic Antarctic locations such as 
Deception Island, Cuverville Island, Paradise Bay, 
and the Gerlache Strait — made accessible by our 
ice-strengthened ship.

Want to know more about this expedition?  
Find out more
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ANTARCTICA MICRO EXPEDITION
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Antarctic Circle 
Micro Fly Cruise

Sail beyond the icy frontier to cross the Antarctic 
Circle in late summer, where pristine landscapes 
burst to life with an extraordinary array of 
wildlife—and join the select few to experience 
this untouched wilderness firsthand.

69°30’S, 65°00’W

LOCATION
Antarctica

DUR ATION
10 Days

MONTH
Jan - Feb

DEPARTURE 
Puerto Natales

SHIPS 
MV Polar Athena

E XPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS 

	� Exclusive Antarctica Fly-Cruise via Puerto 
Natales—skip the Drake Passage with round-trip 
flights from and back to Puerto Natales, Chile, the 
gateway to Torres del Paine—the perfect prelude 
or finale to your trip.

	� Sail beyond the Antarctic Circle—join the small 
club of travellers who have crossed 66°33′ South, 
venturing into a world of fast ice, towering tabular 
icebergs, and wildlife-rich bays rarely seen by 
visitors.

Want to know more about this expedition?  
Find out more
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Antarctic Spring Micro Fly 
Cruise - Sail One Way

69°30’S, 65°00’W

REVERSE ITENER ARY OPTIONAL

Fly over and sail across the legendary Drake 
Passage to Antarctica’s awakening shores, 
where spring bursts back to life at the edge of 
the world, rousing the polar wilderness from 
its long winter slumber.

LOCATION
Antarctica

DUR ATION
9 Days

MONTH
Nov - Dec

DEPARTURE 
Puerto Natales or Ushuaia

SHIPS 
MV Polar Athena

E XPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS 

	� Begin or end in Puerto Natales, Chile, the gateway 
to Torres del Paine. Or in Ushuaia, Argentina, the 
world’s southernmost city, on the stunning edge of 
Tierra del Fuego. Both offer the perfect prelude or 
finale to your adventure. 

	� Enjoy one of the earliest windows to experience 
Antarctica – when spring stirs and wildlife returns.

	� Join specialist lectures and excursions led by our 
experienced expedition guides, deepening your 
connection to this unique environment.

Want to know more about this expedition?  
Find out more
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Antarctic Summer Micro Fly 
Cruise - Sail One Way

69°30’S, 65°00’W

REVERSE ITENER ARY OPTIONAL

Fly over and sail across the legendary Drake 
Passage to Antarctica’s summer wilderness in 
full bloom, where the continent comes alive 
with vibrant wildlife and the beauty of the 
polar frontier.

LOCATION
Antarctica

DUR ATION
9 Days

MONTH
Dec - Jan

DEPARTURE 
Puerto Natales or Ushuaia

SHIPS 
MV Polar Athena

E XPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS 

	� Begin or end in Puerto Natales, Chile, the 
gateway to Torres del Paine. Or in Ushuaia, 
Argentina, the world’s southernmost city, on the 
stunning edge of Tierra del Fuego. Both offer 
the perfect prelude or finale to your adventure. 

	� Experience Antarctica when the ice still holds, 
and life bursts into motion.

	� See the first whales—humpbacks, minkes, seis, 
and orcas—drawn by the season’s first blooms 
of krill.

Want to know more about this expedition?  
Find out more
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https://www.secretatlas.com/expeditions/antarctic-summer-micro-fly-cruise-sail-one-way
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Antarctic Autumn Micro Fly 
Cruise - Sail One Way

69°30’S, 65°00’W

REVERSE ITENER ARY OPTIONAL

Fly and sail the legendary Drake Passage into 
Antarctica’s autumn season, where the light 
casts a magical glow and the polar wilderness 
comes alive with activity.

LOCATION
Antarctica

DUR ATION
9 Days

MONTH
Feb - Mar

DEPARTURE 
Puerto Natales or Ushuaia

SHIPS 
MV Polar Athena

E XPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS 

	� Begin or end in Puerto Natales, Chile, the gateway 
to Torres del Paine. Or in Ushuaia, Argentina, the 
world’s southernmost city, on the stunning edge of 
Tierra del Fuego. Both offer the perfect prelude or 
finale to your adventure. 

	� Experience Antarctica in golden light—where 
autumn’s low sun casts long, cinematic shadows 
over icebergs, peaks, and wildlife.

	� Peak whale watching— spot large numbers of 
humpbacks, minkes, orcas, and sei whales feeding 
in krill-rich waters.

Want to know more about this expedition?  
Find out more
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https://www.secretatlas.com/expeditions/antarctic-autumn-micro-fly-cruise-sail-one-way
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South Georgia and Antarctica
Spring Micro Fly Cruise

E XPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS 

	� Exclusive Antarctica Fly-Cruise via Puerto 
Natales— fly back to Puerto Natales, Chile, the 
gateway to Torres del Paine, where jagged peaks 
and vast glaciers form Patagonia’s dramatic 
landscapes— the perfect finale to your trip.

	� Follow Shackleton’s legendary route — visit 
historic sites steeped in polar exploration history 
amid pristine wilderness.

	� Witness Antarctica’s spring awakening — watch 
gentoo, chinstrap, and Adélie penguins court and 
nest on rocky shores.

Want to know more about this expedition?  
Find out more

78°22’N, 15°65’E | 69°30’S, 65°00’W

Witness the awakening of two polar worlds—
South Georgia’s wildlife spectacle and
Antarctica’s pristine spring landscapes— in a
uniquely intimate expedition.

LOCATION
South Georgia and Antarctica

DUR ATION
16 Days

MONTH
Nov

DEPARTURE PORT 
Port Stanley

SHIPS 
MV Polar Athena
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SOUTH GEORGIA & ANTARCTICA MICRO EXPEDITION

https://www.secretatlas.com/expeditions/south-georgia-and-antarctica-spring-micro-fly-cruise
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South Georgia and Antarctic 
Summer Micro Fly Cruise

E XPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS 

	� Exclusive Antarctica Fly-Cruise via Puerto 
Natales— fly back to Puerto Natales, Chile, the 
gateway to Torres del Paine, where jagged peaks 
and vast glaciers form Patagonia’s dramatic 
landscapes— the perfect finale to your trip.

	� Witness towering king penguin colonies with 
fluffy chicks, elephant seals dominating golden 
beaches during their breeding season, and 
majestic wandering albatrosses soaring under 
endless daylight.

	� Follow Shackleton’s legendary route—visit historic 
whaling stations and expedition sites set amidst 
vibrant summer tundra and pristine wilderness.

Want to know more about this expedition?  
Find out more

78°22’N, 15°65’E | 69°30’S, 65°00’W

Experience South Georgia and Antarctica 
at their vibrant peak, when summer brings 
abundant wildlife, longer days, and dynamic 
landscapes alive with activity.

LOCATION
South Georgia and Antarctica

DUR ATION
16 Days

MONTH
Jan - Feb

DEPARTURE PORT 
Puerto Natales or Port Stanley

SHIPS 
MV Polar Athena

REVERSE ITENER ARY OPTIONAL
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South Georgia and Antarctic 
Autumn Micro Fly Cruise

E XPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS 

	� Exclusive Antarctica Fly-Cruise via Puerto 
Natales—fly back to Puerto Natales, Chile, the 
gateway to Torres del Paine, where jagged peaks 
and vast glaciers form Patagonia’s dramatic 
landscapes— the perfect finale to your trip.

	� Witness penguin chicks taking their first leaps 
toward independence, elephant seals lounging 
on beaches as breeding season winds down, 
and wandering albatrosses soaring beneath soft, 
mellow light.

	� Observe gentoo, chinstrap, and Adélie penguins 
preparing to leave the colonies, seals hauling 
out in preparation for winter, and the landscape 
shifting with the first signs of freeze.

Want to know more about this expedition?  
Find out more

78°22’N, 15°65’E | 69°30’S, 65°00’W

Experience the unparalleled opportunity to 
explore both South Georgia and Antarctica 
in a single expedition and witness the polar 
wilderness transition into autumn.

LOCATION
South Georgia and Antarctica

DUR ATION
16 Days

MONTH
Mar

DEPARTURE PORT 
Puerto Natales

SHIPS 
MV Polar Athena
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SOUTH GEORGIA & ANTARCTICA MICRO EXPEDITION
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South Georgia Spring 
Micro Cruise

E XPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS 

	� Witness dramatic contrasts as snow covers 
the island and wildlife bursts into action under 
the golden light—perfect for capturing unique, 
atmospheric images in an untouched wilderness.

	� This is your chance to enjoy the longest South 
Georgia expedition available to explore rugged 
landscapes, vast macaroni, gentoo and king 
penguin colonies, elephant seal harems, and 
untouched beaches.

	� Sir Ernest Shackleton’s daring expeditions carved 
South Georgia into the annals of exploration. Walk 
the same windswept shores, visit his final resting 
place in Grytviken, and feel history come alive.

Want to know more about this expedition?  
Find out more

78°22’N, 15°65’E

Snow blanketed peaks rise over the world’s largest 
wildlife colonies, in a land rich with biodiversity and 
bathed in golden-hour light. Here, adventurers 
trace the footsteps of Shackleton through a realm 
still wild and untamed.

LOCATION
South Georgia

DUR ATION
15 Days

MONTH
Oct - Nov

DEPARTURE PORT 
Port Stanley

SHIPS 
MV Polar Athena
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South Georgia Autumn 
Micro Cruise

E XPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS 

	� See the island cloaked in soft snow and bathed in 
warm, golden light. Witness king penguin chicks 
growing rapidly, fur seals resting on the shores, 
and elephant seals in the midst of their post-
breeding haul-out. 

	� Delve deep into South Georgia’s rugged 
landscapes, from bustling macaroni, gentoo, and 
king penguin colonies to expansive elephant seal 
haul-outs and untouched beaches. 

	� Walk the windswept shores where Sir Ernest 
Shackleton’s legendary journey unfolded. Visit 
Grytviken, where his final resting place lies, and 
connect with the island’s compelling polar history 
firsthand.

Want to know more about this expedition?  
Find out more

78°22’N, 15°65’E

Sail into South Georgia’s wild autumn—soft 
golden light, king penguin colonies in full voice, 
and fur seals spilling across the beaches.

LOCATION
South Georgia

DUR ATION
15 Days

MONTH
Mar - Apr

DEPARTURE PORT 
Port Stanley

SHIPS 
MV Polar Athena

3 5 E X P E D I T I O N  M I C R O  C R U I S E S

SOUTH GEORGIA MICRO EXPEDITION
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Photography 
expeditions

https://www.secretatlas.com/expeditions/photography


South Georgia and Antarctica 
Photo Tour with Paul Goldstein

E XPEDITION HIGHLIGHTS 

	� Enjoy hands-on guidance from award-winning photo 
guide Paul Goldstein, focusing on maximising time 
shooting in the field.

	� When conditions allow, take part in short, focused 
sessions with Paul to refine your technique and 
immediately apply new skills.

	� Capture stunning wildlife encounters, dramatic 
icescapes, and the unique Antarctic light.

	� Visit historic sites steeped in polar exploration history 
amid pristine wilderness.

Want to know more about this expedition?  
Find out more

78°22’N, 15°65’E | 69°30’S, 65°00’W

Follow in Shackleton’s legendary footsteps 
with award-winning wildlife photographer 
Paul Goldstein, maximizing every moment of 
daylight to capture the Antarctic and South 
Georgian wilderness in its magical spring light. 

LOCATION
South Georgia and Antarctica

DUR ATION
16 Days

MONTH
Nov

DEPARTURE PORT 
Port Stanley

SHIPS 
MV Polar Athena
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Dates and rates
Choose your year of travel and destination

2026/27

2027/28

VIEW ANTARCTICA DATES

VIEW ANTARCTICA DATES

VIEW ANTARCTICA SAIL ONE WAY DATES

VIEW ANTARCTICA SAIL ONE WAY DATES

VIEW SOUTH GEORGIA ONLY DATES

VIEW SOUTH GEORGIA ONLY DATES

VIEW SOUTH GEORGIA AND ANTARCTICA DATES

VIEW SOUTH GEORGIA AND ANTARCTICA DATES
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Tour 
Extensions



Torres del Paine 3-Night Extension: 
Discover Patagonia’s Wonders

51°43′S, 72°31′W

LOCATION
Puerto Natales

DUR ATION
3 Days

ADDITIONAL OPTION

Embark on an extraordinary journey into Torres del 
Paine to encounter pumas roaming freely through the 
park’s rugged landscapes.

	� Puma sighting tour—USD 280 per person (minimum 2 
guests) for an unforgettable wildlife encounter.

Want to know more about this tour extension?  
Find out more

After Antarctica, venture into Patagonia’s 
stunning UNESCO-listed Torres del Paine 
National Park, where you’ll have the extraordinary 
opportunity to track pumas, watch guanacos 
graze, and witness Andean condors soar amid 
turquoise lakes, granite peaks, and glaciers.

FULL-DAY TOURS — PRE-BOOKING REQUIRED 

For those seeking deeper adventure, full-day 
excursions can be booked 30 days in advance:

	� Torres del Paine and classic Milodón Cave—private 
tour with photography stops along the route. *

	� Trekking to the base of the Torres—hike to the iconic 
Mirador Base Las Torres.

	� Grey Lake Navigation—explore Grey Lake Patagonia 
by boat amid dramatic glaciers.

	� Classic Patagonian Estancia Ranch Day—experience 
rural life, local traditions, and the vast steppe.

DAILY HALF-DAY TOUR OPTIONS 

Each day, you can choose from three different half-day 
excursions, tailored to suit your interests:

	� 3-hour horseback ride at Pingo Salvaje—traverse 
Patagonian landscapes on horseback, guided by 
local experts.

	� Rupestre hike and Laguna Sofia—discover prehistoric 
rock paintings (Aónikenk) and explore the serene 
waters of Laguna Sofia.

	� Puerto Natales tour with local distillery visit—explore 
the town’s history and sample artisanal spirits.

	� Puerto Natales bike tour—see the town and 
surrounding scenery at a relaxed pace.

	� Chilean wine and craft beer tasting at Weskar Club 
House—savor local flavours in a boutique setting.

EACH DAY, YOU CAN CHOOSE FROM 
THREE DIFFERENT HALF-DAY EXCURSIONS, 
TAILORED TO SUIT YOUR INTERESTS:

4 9 E X P E D I T I O N  M I C R O  C R U I S E S
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Tucked above the fjord in Puerto Natales, Weskar 
Patagonia Lodge is a family-owned retreat 
offering cosy fjord-view rooms, handcrafted 
details, and warm Patagonian hospitality.

Stay at the family-owned 
Weskar Patagonia Lodge

Built with native lenga wood, the lodge reflects a 
commitment to sustainability and local community 
support. 

Enjoy exclusive access to the Club House, with 
boutique café, lounge, sauna, and bicycle hire, 
plus seamless airport transfers. Savor slow-cooked 
Patagonian lamb, local wines, and fresh produce. 
At Weskar, every stay blends comfort, spectacular 
scenery, and responsible tourism—making it the 
perfect base for your adventure into Patagonia’s wild, 
unforgettable landscapes.

Discover the Weskar Patagonia Lodge
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Private
charters



Choose your own adventure. 

Private Charters

Tell us where you want to go, when you want to travel, 
and what you want to experience, and we’ll work with 
you to create a life-changing expedition. We’ll lend 
you our expertise – gained across hundreds of polar 
expeditions – along with a ship, crew, and guiding team.

We love collaborating with our guests. But if you want 
to leave it to the experts, that’s OK, too. Just choose 
your “crew” of family, friends, and colleagues, and we’ll 
take care of the rest.
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ANTARC TICA

SOUTH GEORGIA

NORWAYGREENLANDSVALBARD

Your private  
charter destinations
Explore the wildest 
corners of the world

Want to go further? 
Discover destinations we explore with as few as 12 guests.
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FAMILES

The Antarctic wildlife safari

Bring your family or clan together 
for a life-changing polar adventure, 
uncovering the awe-inspiring wildlife 
that thrives at the edge of the world in 
epic landscapes.

Watch some of the planet’s largest 
colonies of penguins waddle across icy 
beaches, spot seals lounging on drifting 
icebergs, and witness humpback or orca 
whales slicing through the Antarctic 
Ocean. Sail past towering icebergs and 
into ancient glacier fjords, where every 
moment seems like you’re in a nature 
documentary.

Antarctica’s untouched beauty awakens 
the heroic explorer in everyone, from 
curious children to lifelong adventurers. 
It’s a world where every iceberg, wildlife 
encounter, and Zodiac landing will feel 
like your first discovery.

Private charter  
inspiration for…
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PHOTOGR APHERS
The Northern lights adventure
The Antarctica golden light season 

Have your camera ready to capture Antarctica 
drenched in the enchanting glow of its early-
season golden light. This fleeting spectacle 
transforms the icy wilderness into an 
atmospheric wonderland.

As vast colonies of wildlife burst to life, the 
low sun sets the snowy peaks and glaciers 
ablaze with amber light, creating a magical 
canvas for every photographer’s lens. There’s 
no better time to experience this frozen 
continent at its most dramatic and pristine.

With expert photography guidance, you and 
your fellow explorers will be able to  capture 
this stunning natural display in all of its 
illuminating and striking contrasts. Your guide 
will help you and your fellow explorers will 
make the most of every golden moment — 
capturing breathtaking images and creating 
memories that last a lifetime. This is Antarctica 
at its most inspiring. 

ADRENALINE JUNKIES

The ultimate ski and sail

Sail up and ski down: this exhilarating 
private expedition combines the best of 
skiing and sailing in one.

Touch down on remote shores, hike up 
breathtaking mountains, and carve your 
way down untouched slopes back to the 
coast… where your private ship will be 
waiting to whisk you and your party off 
to the next unforgettable run.

No crowded slopes, no queueing for the 
lift. Just ski, sail, repeat.

Then it’s back to the ship for the aprés…
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Ships
Our micro expedition ships take  

you to the edge in comfort. 

“The luxury of being alone in nature and getting 
close to animals is worth it. This trip is also great 
for slowing down and reconnecting with the wild. 
…It is a much more adventurous feeling on a small 
ship and you are really immersed in nature.”

— Julia, Secret Atlas guest in South Georgia



MV Polar Athena

Ice breaker strength, 
small ship charm
Polar Athena takes you to the extreme. With the highest 
1A ice-class rating, she’s built to slice through heavy 
sea ice like butter, while her compact size and just 44 
guests on board mean every journey feels personal, 
flexible, and she’s manoeuvrable—ready for adventure 
at a moment’s notice. 

44
GUESTS

71
LENGTH (M)

11
KNOTS

20
CREW

5
ZODIACS

1/8
GUIDES TO 

GUESTS

As a beloved veteran of the polar realms, Polar Athena 
has now been reimagined and refurbished for authentic, 
slow travel to the most remote corners of the Earth, 
enhancing the experience and fulfilling the needs of 
true explorers, while never compromising on comfort. 

She’s the ultimate choice for true exploration in the 
deep south.

Learn more
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IN YOUR CABIN:

Cabins

Signature Suite (Double)

 Sleeps two in double bed
 Spacious lounge area
 Ensuite shower and toilet

Classic Suite (Double)

 Sleeps two in double bed 
 Lounge area with sofa
 Ensuite shower and toilet

DECK 5 2 GUESTS22.5M 2 DECK 5 2 GUESTS16.8M 2

Signature Twin (Double)

 Sleeps two in lower berths
 Ensuite shower and toilet
 Window, desk and chair

Classic Twin/Double

 Sleeps two in lower berths
 Ensuite shower and toilet
 Porthole, desk and chair

Signature Single

 Sleeps one in lower berth
 Ensuite shower and toilet
 Window, desk and chair

DECK 4-5 2 GUESTS12M 2 DECK 3 2 GUESTS12.5M 2 DECK 4 1 GUEST10-11.9M 2

 Starlink Wi-Fi

 220v 2-pin EU plug socket

 Complimentary toiletries

 Towels

 Bedding and throw

 Hairdryer

 Rubber Muck boots

 Slippers
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Deck Plan
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What we love about Polar Athena

	� 1A super ice-class hull – one of the highest-rated ice-
strengthened ships, built to safely reach wild, remote corners few 
others can

	� Spacious, fully refurbished cabins with Scandinavian-style design, 
cosy beds, and private ensuites  

	� Newly designed lounge areas, inspired by Vikingfjord, where you 
can unwind and share stories with fellow guests or, in the case of 
the bridge lounge, spot wildlife with the crew 

	� Upgraded stabilising system with supplementary bilge keels for a 
more comfortable ride through open seas and ice

	� Enhanced bridge systems, remote engine monitoring, and a next-
gen fuel system to reduce emissions and optimise performance

	� On deck sauna and outdoor hot tub—perfect after a day of polar 
adventures

6 0 E X P E D I T I O N  M I C R O  C R U I S E S
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On board Polar Athena 

BRIDGE LOUNGE

Everyone is welcome! With Secret Atlas, 
you’ll have the unique chance to spend 
time with the crew as you spot wildlife 
together. In Polar Athena’s beautifully 
redesigned bridge lounge, you can enjoy 
a fascinating, behind-the-scenes glimpse 
into life on a polar expedition as you take 
in panoramic views of the landscape.

LOUNGE

Unwind in Polar Athena’s newly 
refurbished guest lounge, designed 
by award-winning Maritime 
Montering, which offers stylish 
comfort. It’s the perfect place to lose 
yourself in a book from the ship’s 
library or share stories over a cup of 
coffee.  

6 2 E X P E D I T I O N  M I C R O  C R U I S E S



RESTAUR ANT

Savour freshly prepared and delicious 
dishes in an intimate setting. Whether 
you’re enjoying a hearty breakfast before 
a day of exploring or sharing bottles 
of wine over supper with your fellow 
explorers, every meal on board Polar 
Athena feels like a dinner party. 

ON DECK

Breathe in the crisp, fresh sea air while 
taking in stunning polar vistas from every 
angle from the deck. With endless views 
of the icy wilderness and wildlife, there’s 
no better place to connect with your 
environment and find those unique photo 
opportunities. 

SAUNA AND HOT TUB

Soothe yourself in the warmth of Polar 
Athena’s sauna or soak in the hot tub as 
you take in your polar surroundings.
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What’s included?

Before your expedition begins

DURING YOUR EXPEDITION

	 Experienced expedition guide team 

	� Expert Photography guide (On our 
Photography Expeditions)

	� Lectures and workshops

	� Use of Zodiacs (dinghies) for shore landings 
and photography opportunities

	� Full board (breakfast, lunch, and dinner, plus 
alcoholic drinks with evening meal)

	� Bedding and towels

	� Free use of ship’s Wi-Fi powered by Starlink 

	� Highly experienced captain and cook

	� Rubber boots for shore landings

	� Floatation suits 

	� Transfers to airport/hotel  
(select expeditions) 

	� Expedition Flights (select expeditions) 

We’re here to make planning your trip smooth sailing. 

	� Personal assistance from our team to help with planning your 
expedition, plus pre- and post-departure activities 

	� Comprehensive joining instructions, with a complete packing list

	� Transfers between your hotel and ship on arrival (select expeditions)

	� South Georgia Electronic Travel Authorisation (application and fee)
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Information for Your Expedition

The Nature of Expedition Travel

Our Antarctic expeditions are designed for curious, 
adventurous travellers in reasonably good health who 
enjoy active exploration. Visiting Antarctica requires 
flexibility and a sense of adventure, as conditions can 
change quickly. There are no airports or port facilities 
at King George Island or along the Antarctic Peninsula. 
Upon landing, you will transfer to the shore, where our 
Zodiacs will take you directly to the ship, ready to begin 
your journey into the polar world.

Itinerary

Antarctica is a remote and ever-changing 
environment. While every effort is made to follow 
the published itinerary, weather and environmental 
conditions may require adjustments. Safety is our 
highest priority, and our team reserves the right to 
alter the programme to ensure your well-being and 
the best possible experience.

Antarctic Flights and Contingency Plan

Flights to and from Antarctica are subject to weather 
conditions, and occasionally schedules may change. 
Please review our Terms & Conditions before your 
departure, and speak to your booking agent if you 
have any questions.

Baggage and Allowance

We advise against bringing fragile or designer luggage 
that could be easily damaged. Luggage insurance 
is strongly recommended. For flights to and from 
Antarctica, the maximum weight is 20kg checked 
luggage, 5kg carry-on. Excess luggage for air-cruises 
beginning and ending in Puerto Natales will be stored 
securely and returned after the expedition. At certain 
points, you may need to handle your own bags, so 
practical packing is essential.

Medical Insurance

For your safety, all guests must hold a travel insurance 
policy that includes aero-medical evacuation from 
Antarctica in case of emergency. This should cover 
health conditions that may arise during the voyage, 
including pre-existing conditions and pandemics.

Secret Atlas Travel Insurance Checklist

Cancellation Insurance

We strongly recommend that travellers secure trip 
cancellation and interruption insurance to protect your 
plans in the unlikely event of unforeseen changes.

Secret Atlas Guest Information Form

All participants are required to complete an online 
Participation Form at least 90 days before departure. 
This confirms your readiness for the voyage and 
ensures we can prepare for your arrival safely and 
comfortably.

IMPORTANT TRIP DE TAILS
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Contingency Plan

YOUR PEACE OF MIND

The Contingency Plan is included in the cost of 
your expedition. Its primary goal is to ensure a safe, 
engaging, and comfortable experience while adapting 
to weather conditions. Guests will be kept informed 
throughout, whether in Puerto Natales or Antarctica.

Secret Atlas has extensive experience coordinating 
land, air, and sea operations in the extreme 
Antarctic environment. Despite our careful planning, 
Antarctic flights are subject to unpredictable 
weather. In the unlikely event that your flight to or 
from Antarctica cannot operate as scheduled, our 
Contingency Plan ensures your safety, comfort, and 
enjoyment, while providing financial protection if the 
voyage is impacted.

Outbound Flight – Delayed

If weather delays the outbound flight, the group 
will remain in Puerto Natales, with accommodation, 
meals, and, when possible, guided excursions to local 
attractions.

With Secret Atlas, our micro fly cruise voyages extend 
the flight window, giving you a much higher chance of 
reaching Antarctica. By contrast, while most operators 
set a cut-off on Day 4 (afternoon), we extend ours to 
Day 5 evening, increasing the operational flight window 
by over 45%.

If the flight operates by the evening of day 5, your 
voyage will continue as planned. In the unlikely event 
that weather prevents the outbound flight beyond the 
evening of day 5, then guests can opt for your fare to 
be credited or to stay and fly to Antarctica when the 
window opens.

Return Flight – Moved Forward

To avoid prolonged delays in Antarctica, the return 
flight may be moved forward. Accommodation 
and all other inclusions remain as per the original 
itinerary. No refund will be extended in this scenario.

Return Flight – Delayed

If weather delays the return, the group will remain in 
Antarctica with meals and accommodation provided 
on board. Should delays exceed two days with no 
improvement forecasted, the captain may choose 
to sail back to South America for safety. The trip 
concludes at Puerto Natales airport, and guests are 
responsible for any onward travel adjustments.

Outbound Flight – Moved Forward

At times, outbound flights may be rescheduled to 
the afternoon or evening of Day 1. To help your 
journey begin smoothly, we ask that guests plan to 
arrive in Puerto Natales by 5pm (check in from 3pm) 
on the first day of the itinerary. Arriving later than 
this may mean we’re unable to board you onto the 
flight, and we want to avoid anyone missing the start 
of their adventure.
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Our expeditions are only possible thanks to the 
unwavering dedication of our experienced guides 
and the hard work of our behind-the-scenes 
team. Our team don’t just see this as a job but as 
a way of life, driven by a passion and enthusiasm 
for adventure. 

We love nothing more than sharing our knowledge 
and love of the outdoors with you. With us, you 
can be sure you’re in good hands, with a team 
that truly cares about your experience. We want 
you to see these places the way we see them. 

Our crew

Discover more
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Our Partners

E XITO TR AVEL WESKAR LODGE DAP AIRLINES SAIL R ACING
Planning expedition flights 
requires flexibility—but with 
Exito, it’s stress-free. 

Weskar Lodge is a cozy, family-run 
retreat overlooking the fjords of 
Puerto Natales, Chilean Patagonia.

DAP Airlines is a Chilean carrier 
specializing in regional flights 
across Patagonia and Antarctica.

Sail Racing is a premium Swedish 
brand designing high-performance 
sailing gear built for speed, 
durability, and extreme conditions.

ATTA UMAN SHIPPING IAATO AECO
The Adventure Travel Trade 
Association (ATTA) is a global 
community of adventure travel 
professionals committed to 
promoting responsible tourism and 
sustainable growth.

Rederi AB Uman, owner of MV 
Polar Athena, is a Swedish 
shipping company founded in 
1950 specializing in safe and 
efficient maritime operations in 
northern waters.

IAATO (International Association 
of Antarctica Tour Operators) 
is a member organization that 
promotes safe, responsible, and 
environmentally conscious travel 
to Antarctica.

AECO (Association of Arctic 
Expedition Cruise Operators) 
is an international organization 
dedicated to managing 
responsible and sustainable 
tourism in the Arctic.

THE ORIGINAL MUCK 
BOOT COMPANY

PTGA THE CONSCIOUS 
TRAVEL FOUNDATION

The Original Muck Boot Company 
creates rugged, waterproof 
boots engineered for comfort 
and durability in the harshest 
conditions.

The Polar Tourism Guides 
Association (PTGA) is an 
international body that sets 
professional standards for polar 
guides and expedition leaders.

IAATO (International Association 
of Antarctica Tour Operators) 
is a member organization that 
promotes safe, responsible, and 
environmentally conscious travel to 
Antarctica.

HYPERBOREA
Run by Semi and Evan, 
Hyperborea can help you plan 
unforgettable pre- or post-
expedition tours and arrange any 
local services you might need.

At Secret Atlas, the people and products we partner with are chosen as carefully as the 
places we explore. Every collaboration is about enhancing your journey in thoughtful, 
meaningful ways—whether it’s expert-led experiences, high-quality gear, or local 
connections that bring a destination to life. Our partners help make your adventure more 
comfortable, engaging, and authentic, without ever losing the spirit of exploration. 

The result is a voyage that feels personal, inspiring, and memorable, with every detail 
designed to connect you more deeply to the world around you.
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We’ve created the Explorer’s Handbook to make plan-
ning your expedition simple. It’s your go-to guide, 
packed full of all the info you need to make your dream 
expedition a reality.

Whether you’re curious about our onboard amenities, 
looking into our solo traveller options, or need handy 
flight info for our departure ports, we’ve got the an-
swers to help you get the most out of your adventure.

Browse the Explorers Handbook

Explorer’s
Handbook
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OFFLINE-KATALOG-ANFORDERUNG

Sehr geehrte Reise-Interessenten. Vielen Dank für Ihr Interesse und den Download eines 
digitalen Kataloges im PDF-Format.

Gerne senden wir Ihnen zusätzlich bei weitergehendem Interesse die ausgewählten PDF-
Inhalte als gedruckte Version auf dem Postweg.

Bitte nennen Sie unten den gewünschten Katalog und senden Sie dieses Formular 
per Post oder Fax an uns zurück.

Bitte senden Sie mir den aktuellen Katalog für folgendes Schiff/ Tour:

Bitte senden Sie den ausgewählten Katalog an folgende Adresse:

Vorname + Name Telefonnummer

Strasse + Nr.  Faxnummer

PLZ + Wohnort e-mail-Adresse

Bitte per Post an:  oder per Fax an 04131-54255

an
POLARADVENTURES
Schiffs- und Flug-Expeditionen in Arktis und Antarktis
Heinrich-Böll-Str. 40
D-21335 Lüneburg

POLARADVENTURES  Schiffs- und Flug-Expeditionen in Arktis und Antarktis
Reiseagentur   *    Heinrich-Böll-Str. 40   *   D-21335 Lüneburg   *   Deutschland

Tel +49-4131- 223474  Fax +49-4131-54255  infos@polaradventures.de  www.polaradventures.de

http://www.polaradventures.de
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